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TO SAVE THE ECOSYSTEMS OF Reaf Relief is a nonprofit membership
THE FLORIDA KEYS, INCLUDING organization dedicated to improving and
KIDs! WE CAN LEARN AROUT HOW protecting our coral reef ecosystem.
TO TAKE CARE OF OUR OCEANS, Tax dedustible membership beging at §30/year.
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CORAL REEFS ARE IMPORTANT BECAVSE THEY ARE A

ECOSVSTEMS ARE HABITAT AND NURSERY

EVERYTHING THAT INTERACTS, LIVING AND NONLIVING,

IN ONE GEOGRAPHIC AREA! o CORAL REEFS ARE HOME
NL
40/3””6 - TO ANIMALS IN SHALLOW CORAL REEFS ARE MADE OF mANY
Tic TROPICAL WATERS. DIFFERENT SPECIES OF CORAL COLOQNIES
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Yo w POLYPS ARE CONNECTED
DID YOV KNOL) CORAL IS AN TOGETHER TO mAKE CORAL
ANIMAL? IT'S RELATED TO COLONIES, WHICH MAKE REEFS!
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EACH CORAL POLYP IS A D (N ("

TINY ANIMAL SMALLER = 220

THAN YOUR FINGERNAIL! CORAL REEFS ARE HOmME CORAL REEFS HELP

POLYPS HAVE TENTACLES 2 TO 25% OF MARINE LIFE — ANIMALS HIDE

WITH SPECIAL STINGING B°UT ONLY COVER \\/_[_ ( | v FROM PREDATORS.
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SUPER SEAGRASS MAGICAL MANGROVES

@ SEAGRASS 1S NOT SEAWEED @ ARE TREES THAT CAN LIVE IN SALT WATER! THEY GROW
ALONG THE COAST ALL OVER THE WORLD.

Seagrass is a true SEAWEED 1S
plant - they have b LT M K
underground roots NOT A TRVE '
' bo
THEY NEED PLANT 1.5TINGING ce:m ACROSS 3 —
SUNLIGHT 2.MmANY POLYPS CONNECTED  ‘t- PRODUCTS YOU CAN USE
TOGETHER MORE THAN ONCE y

3.MANGROVES WITH prop |- CORAL, SEA ANENOPMES,
ROOTS AND JELLYFISH ARE ALL |

: 5. GROVES WITH SNORKEL
Manatee Grass Maage Ve WITH SR

1S ROUND LIKE SPAGHETTI 6.THIN AND FLAT SEAGRASS 2 |

MANATEE GRASS 1S A FAVORITE

SNACK OF THE FLORIDA MANATEE.
THEY EAT mOSTLY =

SEAGRASS!

SEAGRASS VS SEAWEED
TIC TAC TOE _Red
i —’"ﬂ RED MANGROVES HAVE SPECIAL
DRAW A | “PROP” ROOTS THAT LIFT THEM
BLOB FOR SEAGRASS 1S A OVUT OF THE WATER.
SEAWEES | NURSERY -
: THAT MEANS
_______ I THAT eABY
OR : ANIMALS LIVE
SPIKES THERE FOR WHITE
FOR MANGROVES
SEAGRASS PROTECTION. LIVE
2T . / / FURTHEST
m , ' FROM THE
| WATER.




MANGROVES ARE IMPORTANT HABITAT AND
NURSERIES FOR ANIMALS IN THE WATER...

, RED

MANGROVE
ROOTS ARE A
GOOD PLACE
FOR ANIMALS
TO HIDE.

CAN YOV FIND?:

LL
1. MANATEE :—‘gw—mgg& . 8. KEY DEER
2. HERMIT CRAB 6—5&&2&& AT 9 mANGROVE syalL
3. PARROTFISH S 410. PELICAN

1. LEMON SHARK

WHAT ARE
ECOSYSTEM SERVICES?

ECOSYSTEM SERVICES ARE SOMETHING AN
ECOSYSTEM DOES THAT BENEFITS HUMANS!

THEY DO
ALOT
FOR vs!

SEAGRASS AND

MANGROVES FILTER
WE SHOULD

WATER. ‘
DO THE SAME ‘

FOR THEM. A
PROTECT OUR ECOSYSTEMS

HERE’S HOW YOU CAN HELP!

o USE LESS PLASTIC - USE REVSAPLE
PRODUCTS, LIKE A mETAL WATER BOTTLE.

« DON'T TOUCH, AND PE A SAFE BOATER.
RESPECT OUR PLANTS AND ANIMALS!

« DON'T LITTER - THROW AWAY ALL YOUR
TRASH, AND ANY TRASH YOV SEE.

CORAL REEFS AND
MANGROVE FORESTS
PROTECT US FROM STORMS
AND WAVES. WITHOUT THEM,
WE COULDN'T LIVE ON THE

@ coast!
(4

MATCH THE
TRASH AND THE
RECYCLING TO
THE CORRECT
BINS

HINT: NO FOOD OR
GREASE CAN GO IN
THE RECYCLING
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MATCH THE
TRASH AND THE
RECYCLING TO

THE CORRECT
BINS

HINT: NO FOOD OR
GREASE CAN GO IN
THE RECYCLING




